The sophisticated survival strategies of the pathogen Listeria monocytogenes.
The function of the ActA protein of Listeria monocytogenes has been partially elucidated. These results illustrate the sophistication with which intracellular pathogens like Listeria use the host cell to their advantage, and have provided new insights into some of the molecular mechanisms of complex cell functions such as actin-promoted cell motility. The clarification of these processes is of fundamental importance not only for understanding elementary processes such as development and growth, but also for the treatment of both diseases caused by cytopathogenic bacteria such as Listeria and pathophysiological processes arising from disorders in cell motility and cell adhesion.